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AX ) ADIPRTY . Maurice (505%) & Charlie(36i%) (X5LEKT. Beatrix [E5F=YDEE
[Z&HTzYEF, F£1= Mrs. Mentiply & Beatrix ORBIRETT

‘Hello?’

‘Charlie? This is Maurice.’

‘Maurice? What a lovely surprise. How —’

‘Not lovely at all, old girl. I’ve got bad news. It’s Beatrix.’

‘Beatrix? What —’

‘Dead, I'm afraid. Mrs Mentiply found her at the cottage this afternoon.’

‘Oh, God. What was it? Her heart?’

‘No. Nothing like that. It seems . . . According to Mrs Mentiply, there’d been a break-in.
Beatrix had been . . . well . . . done to death. I don’t have any details. The police will be
there now, I imagine. I’'m going straight down. The thing is . . . Do you want me to pick
you up on the way?’

‘Yes. All right. Yes, perhaps you could. Maurice — ’

‘I’'m sorry, Charlie, really I am. You were fond of her. We all were. But you especially.
She’d had a good innings, but this is . . . this is a God-awful way to have gone.’

‘She was murdered?’

‘In the furtherance of theft, I suppose. Isn’t that how the police phrase it?’

‘Theft?’

‘Mrs Mentiply said there were things taken. But let’s not jump the gun. Let’s get there
and find out exactly what happened.’

‘Maurice —’

‘Yes?’

‘How was she killed?’

‘According to Mrs Mentiply . . . Look, let’s leave it, shall we? We’ll know soon enough.’

‘All right.’

‘I’ll be with you as soon as I can.’

‘OK.’

‘Have a stiff drink or something, eh? It’ll help, believe me.’

‘Perhaps you’re right.’

‘I am. Now, I’d better get on the road. See you soon.’

‘Drive carefully.’

‘I will. Bye.’

‘Good bye.’
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Jacques Sauna-Lurker lay dead in the main hallway of the National Art Gallery of Fine
Paintings, in the heart of London, a British city, the capital of Britain, with a population
density of approximately 10,500 people per square mile and a total population of
approximately seven million people, unless by 'London' you include the Greater London
Area, which has a population of about twenty million people and a slightly lower
population density per square mile.

The National Gallery of London is one of the most beautiful of the many Art Galleries
and Museums in London, and Jacques Sauna-Lurker had been curator of its many beautiful
paintings and valuable sculptures for twelve years. He was a well-known and widely
admired man, a great scholar, and a friend to the arts.

But now he had been brutally slain. A three-foot-long codfish had been inserted
forcefully into his gullet, blocking both oesophageal and tracheal tubes.

This was no ordinary murder.
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One day the World Science Council sent me on a mission on Time Machine MV 20-64
into the past of a certain small country. I have no right to tell you its name or location. We
shall therefore call it Yonia. I was sent there at the request of the Prime Minister of Yonia,
who desperately needed help.

However, as soon as I arrived, I realized that no one could help Yonia because it was
ruled by a king, whose name must also remain secret. Let us call him Alfonse.

And to give a true idea of what Alfonse was like, I can say that if he had been at the
head of the wealthiest nation he would have turned it into one of the poorest countries in
the world.

Yonia's worst problem was not that the king spent more money than he had, nor was it
that he permitted himself things that should never be permitted to anyone, or forbade others
things that should never be forbidden. No, the most dangerous thing for the country was the
king's ideas on how to raise his kingdom to everlasting greatness. Alfonse carried a big
stick without sparing himself, not to speak of his subjects, for the good of Yonia.

If the young king had an idea on Monday, the idea was law on Tuesday. On Wednesday,
the law was enforced, and on Thursday, the heads of lawbreakers were flying right and left.

After a month or two, the new law would somehow fade away, but by then a still newer
law would have been proclaimed. As they said in Yonia, "All you need is a law, and there
will never be a lack of lawbreakers."

Of course, the king never consulted anyone when he made his plans. True, he was
surrounded by counsellors and sages. But in Yonia counsellors earned their title only by

listening to the king's counsel, and sages, by nodding sagely every time the king spoke.
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